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The Beginnings 

This booklet celebrates the 30th 

anniversary of the Australian Livestock and 

Rural Transporters Association (ALRTA).  

It chronicles our early history and 

acknowledges the important contributions 

of the people who built our Association. 

 
The ALRTA (originally the ALTA) was founded at a meeting on Wednesday 

9th October 1985 held at the offices of the Australian Meat and Livestock 

Corporation, AETNA Life Tower, Sydney NSW. 

The driving forces who brought the participants to this meeting were Bruce 

McIver, President of the Livestock Transporters Association of Queensland 

and Jack Mitchell, President of the Livestock Transporters Association of 

Western Australia. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the ‘formation of a national 

organisation to represent livestock transport operators’. 

At the time of this meeting the only established and incorporated State 

associations were in Queensland, Tasmania and Western Australia.  

Associations were subsequently established in New South Wales, South 

Australia and Victoria. 

The first meeting elected Bruce McIver as President, Jack Mitchell as Vice 

President and David Dolin as Secretary/Treasurer. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Founding Committee 

Role Name State 
President Bruce McIver QLD 
Vice-President Jack Mitchell WA 
Secretary/Treasurer David Dolin WA 
Committee  Jim Baker QLD 
Committee  Mark Stegman QLD 
Committee Jim Savage NSW 
Committee Harold Thompson NSW 
Committee  Noel Hoare NSW 
Committee John McKenna VIC 
Committee  Peter Berwick TAS 
Committee  David Plumbridge TAS 
Committee  Paul Chapman SA 
Committee Ian Curran SA 
Committee Nick Buntine NT 

Structure 

The ALRTA is made up of grass-roots transport operators, ranging from 

some of the largest fleet operators in the country to single truck 

owner/operators. 

The ALRTA is governed by a council 

comprised of committee members from 

each of the six state-level associations, 

plus representatives from our ‘Large and 

National Operators Member Chapter’.  The 

Council meets at least quarterly.  

Day-to-day management is vested in an 

Executive Committee supported by a small Canberra-based secretariat. 

 

 

  

Original Objectives 

i. Examine and make representation on any matter, legislation or 

issue of national importance which may have some impact on the 

Australian livestock transport industry. 
 

ii. Promote professional standards of integrity and efficiency within 

the Australian livestock transport industry. 
 

iii. Actively promote the development of Livestock Transporters 

Associations in each State and Territory of Australia and to 

represent their interests on national issues where appropriate. 
 

iv. Liaise with any other organisation where that liaison may further 

the Association’s objectives. 

Vision and Mission 

At the Annual General Meeting on the 12 July 2011, ALTA changed its 

name to Australian Livestock and Rural Transporters Association 

(ALRTA).   

The name change reflected a broadening of the original livestock focus to 

include all types of rural transport.  By this time, the majority of state 

member associations had already embraced a broader membership base. 

Today, the ALRTA represents all hard-working road transport companies, 

based in the small communities of regional and rural Australia, who provide 

the ‘first and last’ link of the supply chain for Australia’s agricultural 

industries.   

The ALRTA works with governments at all levels, industry groups, 

community organisations, regulators and the media to ensure that rural 

trucking is protected and promoted as a sustainable, responsible and 

safe contributor to rural and regional Australia and all primary industries. 

 



ALRTA Presidents 

First Name Last Name State Term 

Bruce McIver QLD 1985 - 1990 

Noel Hoare NSW 1990 - 1992 

Lewis Couper WA 1992 - 1995 

Donald Gangell TAS 1995 - 1997 

Tim Clifford VIC 1997 - 1999 

Ross Fraser QLD 1999 - 2001 

Mick O'Hara SA 2001 - 2003 

Kevin Fechner VIC 2003 - 2005 

Mark Sullivan WA 2005 - 2007 

Robert Cavanagh NSW 2007 - 2009 

David Smith SA 2009 - 2011 

John Beer VIC 2011 - 2013 

Liz Schmidt QLD 2013 - 2014 

Grant Robins WA 2014 - current 

Election Process 

Elections for ALRTA Executive positions are held each year at an Annual General 

Meeting.  Officers are nominated and elected, by peer vote which ensures that 

grass-roots operators always remain in direct control of the association.   

  

  

Life Members 
Life membership is occasionally awarded to operators who have 

performed outstanding service to ALRTA and the rural transport 

industry. 
 

1992 Bruce McIver 

1992 Jim Savage 

1994 Noel Hoare 

1996 Paul Chapman 

1996 Lewis Couper 

2007 Peter Berwick 

2007 Mick O’Hara 

2007 Ross Fraser 

2008 Ron Pattel 

2014 David Smith 

2014 Mark Sullivan 

 



Key Contributors 
The ALRTA has been supported by many people over the past 30 years.  The vast 

majority have donated their time and resources without receiving any formal 

accolades – they did it simply because they believed in the association and they 

wanted to make a difference for the industry.  We salute you!  It is on your 

shoulders that we now stand. 

The association has also been supported by personnel with the specialist expertise 

to get the association up and running, and to keep it running smoothly for decades 

to come. 

Mr Robert Gunning was the inaugural Executive Director of the 

ALRTA and continued in this role for almost 20 years.  Robert 

helped build the ALRTA’s operational capacity and reputation 

from the ground up. 

Mr Andrew Higginson of Resolution and then HGH Consulting 

made major contributions to support the ALRTA for over 25 

years.  Right up until August 2014, Andrew managed the staffing 

and resourcing of the national secretariat. 

Mr Jack Evans has provided services to the ALRTA as part of 

HMS Resolution Pty Ltd since the National Secretariat was 

established.  He still consults to the National Secretariat, 

principally on financial matters.   

The ALRTA now directly employs all of its own staff and owns all of its own 

equipment, operating from our National Headquarters that was purchased in 2010. 

“We are, and always have been, a grass-roots association. 
Our committees and councils are made up of transport 
operators who have stepped up to make a difference for the 
whole industry.”  
 

— Grant Robins, ALRTA President 2014 

 

 

  

Executive Directors 

 

 

 

 

Robert Gunning 

1987 - 2006 

Luke Fraser 

2006 - 2009 

Philip Halton 

2010 - 2013 

Mathew Munro 

2013 - current 



Membership 

State Associations 

Membership includes 6 state member associations: 

Livestock and Bulk Carriers Association 
 

The Livestock and Rural Transporters Association of QLD 
 

Livestock and Rural Transporters Association of SA 
 

Livestock Transporters Association of TAS 
 

Livestock and Rural Transporters Association of VIC  

Livestock and Rural Transport Association of WA 
 

Member Chapter 

In 2013, the ALRTA established a ‘Large and 

National Operators Member Chapter’.  

Membership of the chapter is limited to 5 

companies at any one time.  

Founding members comprise Martins Group 

of Companies, O’Sullivan Livestock Transport 

and Frasers Livestock Transport. 

 

 

 

  

Issues and Advocacy 
Over the years, the ALRTA and our member associations have 

together successfully advocated on a range of issues that benefit 

transport operators and the rural supply chain, including:    

 Livestock Loading Schemes 

 Harvest Mass Management Schemes 

 4.6 Metre High Livestock Crates  

 Charging Reform 

 Better Network Access 

 26m B-Doubles / Steerable Axles 

 National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 

 Animal Welfare 

 Development of truckCare 

 National Ramp Guidelines 

 $10m for ramp upgrades via HVSPP 

 Development of LivestockASSIST 

 Anti-Lock Braking Exemptions  

 160K Radius Log Book Exemption 

 AFM Templates for Livestock Carriers 

 Effluent Management / Truckwashes 

 Land Transport Standards 

 Chain of Responsibility 

 Removal of the Carbon Tax 

 ALTA one of the founders of the ATA 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



National Sponsors 

Our national sponsors play an important role in helping the ALRTA to 

promote and pursue the interests of rural transporters across Australia. 

We thank the following national sponsors for their valuable support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We are forever indebted to our sponsors who 

have stuck with us over many years.  Their 

contributions have greatly assisted in putting 

the ALRTA on a robust financial footing, where 

we are able to pursue member interests.”  

— Grant Robins, ALRTA President 2014 

 

  

Building Sponsors 

ALRTA Major Building Sponsors 

 

  

ALRTA Building Brick Sponsors 

Austbrokers AEI Transport Heath Transport NJ&NP Jones & Co 

Australian Markets Assoc. HGH Consultants Noel Hoare Transport 

B & SG Pisasale Hingston Transport NTI Limited 

B&J Bracknell HMS Resolution O’Connor Livestock 

Barney Hayes Hodge Livestock O’Hara Transport 

Birch’s Livestock Transport Hollingsworth Transport O’Sullivans Transport 

Boyle’s Livestock Transport Iveco Powerstar Paul Hayes 

Brett Cattle Co Iveco Trucks PR & DM Mitchell 

Carter Corporation JD Rogers Pty Ltd PT & TI Boschetti 

Cec Hayes JJ & JL Mahony Transport Purttans Pty Ltd 

Clapham Livestock Transport John Hayes Quinn Transport 

Craig Congram Livestock John King Haulage RJ & MN Gould 

D&S Smith Haulage Johnston’s Livestock Ron and Alice Pattel 

Dalton Bailye Transport Kelly’s Transport Ron and Lola Shanks 

David Grimison Kevin Keenan Transport Southern Rivers Haulage 

David Henry Plumbridge KJ & JM Vorwerk TM Dyer Transport  

DF & E Kemp & Sons Les and Greg Bird Tosch Transport 

Edyvane’s Transport Lisony Holdings Trans Bulk Haulage 

Fechner’s Transport Liz Schmidt Trengove Transport 

Fife’s Goulburn Mark and Anita Sullivan Verve Economics 

Frasers Livestock Matthews Transport Wayne Jones Transport 

Fyfe Transport McArdle Freight Whittam Transport 

Hayes Transport Mystic Park Stud Transport Wild’s Livestock  

Hayter’s Haulage Namadji Pty ltd  
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